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elix (4), his older sister Bella {10) and

younger sister Zoe (2) have recently moved

with their parents into an old ramshackle

villa in inner city Auckland. Brother and sis-
ter, Felix and Zoe, have to share a large room together
and my challenge was to create a space which catered
for each of their personalities and 'stuff’. When de-
signing a room like this for siblings of opposite sexes,
it would be easy to default to choosing a very neutral
colour palette in order to accommodate both boy and
girl and two different personalities.

The room is full of a large collection of toys, a set for
each of them plus their shared toys, and a great many
books! Both Zoe and Felix have lovely bright personali-
ties so we decided to choose a bright happy colour for
the walls. We settled on APPLE from RESENE, with RICE
CAKE for the ceiling, trim and doors. There was some
water damage to the ceiling so we sealed with a prod-
uct called SURESEAL from RESENE. Rich Graham and
his team from PLANET PROJECTS did an amazing job,
painting the room for free, for which we are incredibly
grateful. The children’s beloved granddad purchased
the beautiful bedcovers from IKEA in Australia (AUS$39
each) and brought them back for them in his luggage!

Villas can often be dark and so a large light-shade,
like the one we chose can be perfect. We went to
BUNNINGS for the beautiful big light shade. It is rice
paper, and at 750mm is one of the biggest I have seen.

It was only $19 - so a definite bargain in my opinion,
and the room with its high stud can easily carry it.

The shelf unit was from BUNNINGS as well, probably
designed for storage in the garage, but the galvanized
finish and deep shelves make it multi-functional. At
$79 it won't break the bank! Again, | like to choose
fixtures and fittings that can be moved around and you
could easily move this into another room and give it a
more grown-up look. (I just put one in my husband’s
home office for all his files.) The galvanized bucket |
thought was an economical, easy answer for a rub-
bish bin — at only $9 - again from BUNNINGS. We also
found the great littie orange buckets with wooden
handles, which can be carried around the house, at THE
WAREHOUSE for only $8.99 each.

I am a strong believer in letting children make their
own mark in their rooms - | mean this figuratively, not
literally! So we put up coloured string (from MADDER
and ROUGE $13 a ball) and painted pegs from SPOT-
LIGHT $3 a pack.) The two little painter figures came
from Madder and Rouge and were $12 each. That way
Felix and Zoe can hang their own artwork or a special
postcard or photo. Speaking of all things ‘special’, |
arranged three plain boxes on the shelves, one for each
child. These are boxes for special ‘treasures’. Quite
literally, ‘treasure box'. Children often bring home little
treasures — which to us don’t look important, but carry
significance for them. My kids bring back feathers and
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WHERE TO
GET STUFF!

Madder and Rouge
www.madderandrouge.co.nz

25 Teed St, Auckland Ph 379 8202
Twine, and small painter figures

The Garden Party

370 Broadway, Newmarket, Auckland,
ph 520 5075 and 71 Ponsonby Rd,
Ponsonby, Auckland, ph 378 7799
Multi-coloured coat hooks @$25,
brightly coloured trugs in red and pink
@525 - $30

Howard’s Storage World
www.howardsstorageworld.com
Sylvia Park Auckland

Children white hangers @57

The Warehouse
www.thewarehouse,co.nz

orange wooden handled buckets @59,
under bed storage boxes @516

Spotlight

www.spotlight.co.nz

Palka dot fabric @588 - $12 per metre,
unpainted wooden letters @85 each

Curtain Concepts
2/35 Bruce Maclaren Rd, Henderson
Ph 836 9950
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stones from the beach, and my youngest son Theodore,
is going through a phase of bringing home twigs and
sticks. The Treasure Box is a safe place to put this stuff
- 50 it doesn’t get accidentally thrown out by a tidy-
ing mum! My eidest son used to get a small polished
stone from the Doctor instead of a lolly, and his box
was where he kept them. Let the kids decorate these
boxes themselves.

The small white canvases we used for the children’s
art came from BUNNINGS at $3 each. Their art is im-
portant and so don't forget to frame it occasionally. |
have recently seen some lovely stuff art-mounted which
is also fairly inexpensive, THE WAREHQUSE has a great
range of photo frames which could be used for chil-
dren’s artwork. Since Zoe was so little, we decided to
use handprints as this was easy for all of them.

The simple wooden chest of drawers was painted by
Kate in BALLOON from RESENE. The other colour we
used, also from RESENE, was RED BERRY. | have used
this before, and to me it is the perfect red, and red is my
favourite colour so.... | can’t help using it!

Eventually Felix and Zoe may have a room of their

home a haven

own, so we used colours that looked great together,
but could be just as gorgeous when they are separated,
- the reds and greens for Felix and the oranges and
pinks for Zoe. We used PRISCILLA from PORTERS for
the pink and the bright pink letters of her name were
handpainted by her sister Bella. The letters were $5
each from SPOTLIGHT. Felix's fabulous big letter 'F" we
got made by a signwriting company and was the 2nd
most expensive thing in the room at $60! But it has
such a great effect on the room - it is worth it!

The children’s clothes are all in the chests of drawers,
with the hanging things on the great coat hooks on the
back of the door. The top one is for clothes but the
bottom one is for the special bits and pieces two and
four-year-olds love - handbags, umbrellas, beads and
the occasional soft toy. | think it is great to have these
things at children’s height — they get to control what
goes on them! The hooks came from THE GARDEN
PARTY and were $25 each. We also got the two big
red trugs for toys and dress-ups there at $30 each. The
smaller ones are used for storage on the shelves (pink
for Zoe and red for Felix) at $25 each - also from THE
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home a haven
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GARDEN PARTY. For extra storage (and lets be honest
— there is no such thing as too much storage in a child’s
room), we put plastic storage boxes under Felix’s bed
{from the WAREHOUSE at $16) and roller boxes from
TARGET at $40 each under Zoe’s.

We finished the room with a simple blind made from

Please note in the last issue, the fabric IKO from Charles

Parsons (www.charlesparsons.co.nz), was actually called

white duck canvas with blackout on the back. This was
well made by CURTAIN CONCEPTS. Thanks for a great,
fast job! 1 wanted to replace the old, floor-length cur-
tains so we could free up the space under the window.
All the fabrics we used came from SPOTLIGHT! The
polka dots for the pillowcases in red and pink were only Rice paper shade
@33 each. Go

$8 per metre and the cute spots of Zoe’s skirt at $12 .
for your nearest store.

per metre. | wanted the chair in the room so there was
somewhere to sit and read, as this is definitely a book-
filled household! Eventually we plan for there to be a
big, soft, squashy rug in the room so the kids can lie on the
floor and play and read, but that is for another day...
Little Felix was feeling very under-the-weather with
a chest infection the day we came to photograph the

room, so we had to content ourselves with photos of his
sister, Zoe.

Splash some colour and creativeness around your place with free art ideas for children of all
ages. The four step projects are suitable for young children with adult supervision; the six step
projects can be done by older children alone or by younger children with willing adult helpers!
More projects added regularly to keep budding artists busy.

So check out www.resene.co.nz/artprojects/kids.htm and get creative!

the paint the professionals use




