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The three mainstream solar technologies: Solar Water, Solar Pool Heating and Solar Power.

heating have already achieved grid parity, 
where unsubsidized solar power is on par 
with or cheaper than retail electricity prices; 

> Homes with solar are far more desirable and 
valued than ones without.

Solar is an abundant, 
clean energy source
In terms of getting off fossil fuels, solar energy 
can easily be scaled up. This can be done on 
domestic, commercial and community levels.

Some of our neighbour nations in the 
pacific are already acting toward being 100% 
renewable by 2020. This would minimize 

Solar for Everyone
More and more people believe, that solar 
plays a key factor in our sustainable future.

Solar enjoys popular support for the 
following reasons:
> Solar makes financial sense;
> It is an important part in fighting climate 

change strategies;
> It improves property value;
> It is an abundant clean energy source;
> Solar can fit various lifestyles and situations.

Solar makes financial sense
The perception that solar is too expensive is 
outdated. The current reality is:
> The price of solar has been plummeting – 

approx. 60% in the past five years;
> Power prices have increased on average 

5% per annum for the last decade;
> It is very likely that power prices will 

increase further with the privatization of this 
sector in the very near future;

> The public sector, schools and corporations, 
are installing solar as a viable option to other 
energy sources;

> Some market sectors such as solar pool 

importation of fuels and sustain the economic 
viability of their communities. 

Solar to fit your lifestyle
There are three cost effective and proven 
mainstream solar technologies to consider:
> Solar Water Heating; 
> Solar Pool Heating; 
> Solar Power (both grid connected and off grid).
To find out which technology is best for you, 
talk to the people that do all. Solar Group has 
been a market leader for over 29 years and 
offers the world’s leading solar brands.

To find out the best solution for your home 
ask for a detailed energy and site analysis or go 
Solargroup.co.nz to conduct one online. 

Timing, be solar-ready now
In the vast majority of the cases, solar can be 
added to existing homes. But there is no doubt 
that by far the best results are achieved when 
integrated into a new or a renovated house.

For new builds or major renovations, if you 
are not sure which solar is best for you go 
solar-ready.

With Solar Group for a very little cost (less than 
$950), you and your property can be solar ready.
YES – there is solar for everyone.  
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Kitchen before renovation.

M O N E Y  S A V I N G  R E N O V A T I O N S
One of the mistakes many homeowners 
make is to spend all their available capital 
on renovating or improving specific areas 
and neglecting other important areas. 

If you pour all your available funds into one 
area, you may overcapitalise, and it will be 
difficult for you to recover your investment if 
you have gone over the top. 

Many people are influenced by persuasive 
sales techniques, glossy magazines and the 
advice of well-meaning friends which may 
lead them to focus on what they believe is the 
most important areas of the house. They then 
proceed with their renovation plan thinking they 
are doing the right thing according to the experts.

Fantastic improvements in one area will 
make the rest of your property look shabby. (You 
re-paint one room and then the adjoining room 
looks dilapidated, the curtains look tatty or the 
floor coverings threadbare!).

You may want to take a room-by-room 
approach to your upgrading. For example, 
every three months you completely upgrade 
one bedroom (new paint, carpet, curtains, 
light fittings etc.), but be prepared, the effect 
is the upgraded room can make the rest of 
your house look far worse than it looked prior 
to the improvements so make sure you have 
sufficient funds in your budget to complete your 
improvements throughout your home.
Spend the time to plan your improvements 
and upgrade wisely.
“Act in haste and repent at leisure”.

Kitchens
If the basic design of your kitchen is sound, 
it can be transformed to look brand new with 
some decorating attention. 

Completely replacing an existing old 
fashioned kitchen is ideal however it may 
not be something that your budget can run to 
immediately. Before you dismiss the idea of 
upgrading your kitchen, make sure that you seek 
advice from a reputable kitchen designer to 
discuss your options. 

If your kitchen is just a little bit jaded or 
dated, you may like to consider resurfacing 
or repainting the cupboards and countertops, 
replacing the cupboard and drawer hardware, 
upgrading the appliances (stove, dishwasher, 

rangehood etc.), renewing the faucets, and 
you can achieve a very cost effective and 
stunning result. 

Stainless steel sinks and benchtops can 
be commercially polished on site and look 
brand new. 

Some of the older style kitchens have large 
hanging cupboards between the kitchen and 
dining area – it is advisable to remove these 
cupboards (providing you have sufficient 
cupboard space). 

This gives most kitchens a modern, open and 
spacious appearance and can allow far more 
natural light into the area. 

Another big consideration when replacing 
appliances is the on-going maintenance and 
repair costs. 

Sometimes buying secondhand is simply 
false economy.

Bathrooms
You may need to replace an old toilet cistern 
and seat with a new suite (the difference is 
remarkable generally for very little investment).

You need to attend to your bathroom 
ventilation before decorating. 

If you have an open shower cubicle (the 
type with a solid shower door) consider a 
Showerdome. This remarkable Kiwi invention 
reduces steam and keeps your bathroom dry 
and steam-free all for just a few hundred dollars 
(and no electricity bills!)

Vanity units and baths can also be very 
successfully resurfaced for about 50% of the 
cost of new, and the big plus is that you do 
not have to face those hidden surprises which 
may occur in the bathroom area when you start 
removing the built-in units.

If you have a bath with no shower, consider 
installing a shower over the bath, and 
preferably replace the shower curtain with 
a fixed screen, it keeps down the moisture 
damage to flooring.

Finally – install large mirrors in the 
bathrooms – they make the room look larger 
and are very functional.

Wardrobes and Mirrors 
If the style of the bedroom is appropriate – the 
addition of mirrored wardrobe doors can visually 
enlarge small rooms.

Built in storage racks will reduce the amount 
of furniture required in a room – very useful for 
small bedrooms.   

Appliances
Secondhand appliances devalue a property. 
New stoves, dishwashers etc. are available 
at very realistic prices, and can be the 
difference between shabby and dated to 
attractive and appealing. 
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Kitchen after renovation.


