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PHOTOGRAPHY REUBEN LOOI STYLING CATHERINE WILKINSON HARPER BUFFET, $1349, AND ESTER STAR, $20.95, BOTH FROM FREEDOM. OTHER ITEMS STYLIST’S OWN.

Haven + Resene

In the spirit of Haven, make this advent calendar your

own. Use a combination of Resene testpot colours and
wallpaper, and materials you have around the house,
and style it to suit your Christmas decorating theme.

YOU WILL NEED

Resene testpots of paint

Your favourite wallpaper from Resene
(or you may have offcuts from your
most recent wallpapering project)

Double-sided tape

Scissors

Paint brushes

1 Collect an assortment of boxes in
different shapes and sizes. Check out
your local stationer or $2 shop, or recycle
some old ones - they will be covered or
painted, so it doesn’t matter if there’s
lettering or branding on them.

2 Arrange the boxes, making a tree-like
pyramid. Start with the biggest ones at
the bottom, for stability. Once you have

WHAT WE USED

1 Resene Bone. 2 Resene Kalgoorie Sands.
3 Resene Wallpaper Collection Z44552.

4 Resene Half Sour Dough. 5 Resene Alamo.
6 Resene Blank Canvas. 7 Resene Sante Fe.
8 Resene Wallpaper Collection 467178.

9 Resene Wallpaper Collection 36786.

10 Resene Pearl Bush. 11 Resene Wallpaper
Collection CLR013. 12 Resene Leather.

13 Resene Wallpaper Collection 525922.

14 Resene Sand. 15 Resene Quarter Sisal.
16 Resene Rodeo Drive. 17 Resene Quarter
Drought. 18 Resene Pearl Lusta. 19 Resene
Cashmere. 20 Resene Coral. 21 Resene Just
Right. 22 Resene Alpaca. 23 Resene Half
Drought. 24 Resene Wafer. 25 Resene
Wallpaper Collection Z44552.

a stack you are happy with, take a photo

to record which boxes go where. Resene
Pearl Bush

3 Pick your palette! Head to your nearest

Resene ColorShop and choose wallpaper

and testpots of Resene paint you love that

will complement your interior style. If you

have offcuts of wallpaper from a previous

project, take them with you to help you

select paint colours. You'll need 25 options

in total. For added variety, paint patterns

onto the boxes using different combinations

of your colours.

4 Get painting and covering! Wrap the
boxes and lids with wallpaper, just as you
would with a gift, and use double-sided
tape to stick it all down. If you've chosen
a tonal palette, have fun with selecting
random boxes to paint — they will all go
together in the end. Once the boxes are
covered, paint a number for the designated
day on the outside of each one, or on a
separate tag if you'd like to re-use them
as giftboxes in the future. These can be
hidden for a more minimal look.

5 Fill the boxes with gifts, and assemble
your tree! Top with a star ornament and
step back and marvel at your creation. You
can use any spare wallpaper for a Christmas
table runner, and spare testpots to paint
other Christmas accessories to tone in
with your decorating theme.
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